Indian ITfirms ihcreése local hir'ing inUS
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BENGALURU: Indian IT services
companies areincreasing
theirlocal hiringnumbersin
the US, despite higher costs, to
counter theincreasingly strin-
gentnorms of the H-1B visa
programme thatallows com-
panies to temporarily employ
foreign workersinthe USin
specialty occupations.

On September 13, Infosys
Ltdsaiditplanstohire 1,000
peoplelocally by 2023 for its
just-launched Technology and
Innovation Centerin Arizona.
The company has surpassed
its “spring 2017 commitment
tohire 10,000 American work-
ersaspart ofitsongoing

effortstoaccelerate the pace of
innovation for US enter-
prises”,itsaid.

InJune, WiproLtd
announced the opening ofa
new centre ofexcellenceinthe
Minneapolis-St Paul area of
the US, for which it will hire
100 peoplelocaliy over the next
twoyearstoboostitsalready
substantial presencein the
region. “Wipro specifically
planstoleveragelocal Minne-
sota talentin addition to pro-
viding opportunities for
recent university graduates
and experts keen on develop-
ingtheirtechnology-related
skills,” Wiprosaidina press
releaseon June13.

Tata Consultancy Services
Ltd, already has about 30,000
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335,000 BECAUSE OF

B e

USemployees, makingitthe
largestemployerinthe US
among Indian peers.
Cognizant, too, continuesto
hireinthe US, “keeping up
with the needs of our business
growth. Nearly 76% of ourrev-
enueisfrom North America.
Wehavenearly 60 US facilities
and clientsin49states. In 2017,
we committed to hire atleast
25,000 professionalsovera

five-year period,” said a Cog-
nizant spokesperson.

HCL Technologies Ltd, too,
hasbrought down its depend-
encieson H-1B visas by hiring
more peoplelocally. The firm
hasabout 17,000 employeesin
the USand 64.7% of them are
US citizens, according toesti-
mates from industry insiders.

Atpresent, thereisayearly
capof65,000onnew H1-B
visas, with an additional 20,000
visasforthose with advanced
degreesfroma USinstitution.

Thenumber of H-1B visas
issued during September-Oc-
tober 2018 dropped 10% year-
on-year from 373,400 to 335,000
because oftighter scrutiny,
accordingtoaJunereportby
ratingfirmIcra.



